
This I Believe Outline: 

Using Ms. Schaffer’s Sample Thesis: I believe in the power of the whole child because only 
once we understand that can we teach in a way that actually makes a real difference. 

I. Intro (i.e. I don’t believe in teaching English; I believe in teaching kids.) 
A. My Professor’s quote: “Always remember the golden mission: you will not teach, you 

will get kids to learn. You will not teach content, you will teach kids.” 

B. THESIS: I believe in the power of the whole child because only once we understand that 
can we actually teach in a way that makes a real difference. 

1. BODY PARAGRAPH ONE (learning from my mistakes): How I taught before I 
really understood this concept…
a. Understanding mistakes (first example)

1. Supporting Detail: “Miss, I can’t read this…”
2. Explanation 
3. So What? (Why is this important?) 

2. BODY PARAGRAPH 2 - Still learning, still making mistakes…
a. Still making mistakes, but starting realize what my professor had been talking 
about all along…

1. Supporting Detail: “You just don’t get it…”
2. Explanation
3. So What? (Why is this important?)

3. BODY PARAGRAPH 3 - AHA! When it finally clicks…
a. Scrap your plan and start from scratch - in the moment. Because Schaffer, you 
teach kids, and not content…

1. Supporting Detail
2. Explanations
3. So What? (Why is this important?) 

4. CONCLUSION: A statement that sums up your essay - what did you learn, and 
because of this, what do you believe? 

We go into this profession for a lot of reasons: because we were called to do so, because 
we always just knew, because we love our subject and we want to share it with kids. At the end 
of the day, it’s not about what we teach, but who we teach. If there’s anything I’ve learned over 
the course of these two and a half years it’s that we have a golden mission to fill: to teach kids 
and never English. This I believe. 




