
Night - Key Terms:

Torah – The primary source in the Jewish religion; the Hebrew Bible consisting of 24 books 
divided into 3 sections. The Torah includes the first 5 books of the Bible. 

Talmud – Next in importance to the Hebrew Bible is the Talmud, a collection of teachings of 
early rabbis from the 5th and 6th centuries. 

Kabbalah – A collection of traditional teachings that probe the mysteries of the universe. Covers 
such subjects as angels, death, the importance of numbers in religion, and human reasoning. 

Rosh Hashanah – Marks the new year of the Jewish calendar. It is both a joyous and solemn 
holiday. Jews around the world do not work or attend school on this day. 

Yom Kippur – This is the holiest day of the Jewish calendar. This is considered to be the day in 
which every individual is judged by God, and thus a solemn day marked by prayer and 
repentance. No Jew attends work or school on this day.

 Passover – This 8-day festival commemorates the freeing of the Israelites from Egyptian 
bondage. A ritual feast called Sedar, occurs on the first 2 nights of the holiday and includes the 
retelling of the Passover story. Ritual foods are eaten that are not eaten at other times of the year. 
Observant Jews do not work or go to school on the first or last 2 days of this holiday. 

Diaspora – Countries outside of Israel inhabited by Jews. 

Assimilation – To accept the culture of another group while giving up one’s own. 

Ghetto – A section of a city surround by walls in which Jews were required to live. 

Genocide – This term was coined after WW 2 as a direct result of how some nationalities and 
ethic groups, particularly Jews, were mistreated during the war. Its intention is the total 
annihilation of a race or ethnic group. 

Holocaust – Refers to the destruction of 6 million Jews (and 6 million non-Jews) during 
1933-1945. Its Greek root means “burnt whole.”  

Aryan Race – The pure Germanic race, used by the Nazis to suggest a superior, non-Jewish, 
Caucasian with blue eyes and blonde hair. 

Third Reich – The Third Republic of Germany which began with Hitler’s rule in 1933 and 
ended with is defeat in 1945. 

SS – “Schult-Staffel” – Established in 1929 as Hitler’s black-shirted bodyguards, they become 
the elite group of the Nazis trained in brutality and put in charge of the concentration camps. 



Gestapo – The secret police organized in 1933 to uncover and undermine political opposition to 
the Third Reich. 

The Final Solution – The plan devised in 1941 to speed up the system of killing the Jews and 
“undesirables.” This final method used an efficient system of gas chambers and crematories. 

Selection – A term used when the SS forced prisoners to line up for inspection and decided 
which prisoners would live and which would be killed.


