
Extra Credit Opportunities:  
AKA Schaffer Swag  

REQUIREMENTS:  

• All work should be 1-2 typed pages, double spaced, with an appropriate heading and written in 
Times New Roman font, sized 12.  

• Research is welcome and encouraged; with that, please be sure to give credit where credit is 
due. Please be sure to include proper parenthetical citation and supply a works cited page at the 
end of  your paper.  

• Please include a title that is reflective of  the option you have chosen; creativity is a must here! 

OPTION #1: What is the significance of  the title, To Kill a Mockingbird?  

• Research mockingbirds and find out some of  their characteristics.  

• Make a claim, or an assertion, as to why you think she chose this animal for the title of  her 
novel and what you think it may symbolize in the novel. 

• Who might the mockingbirds of  our society be today, and why do you think this? Who and 
what is “killing” these mockingbirds today?  

OPTION #2: Research one of  the following topics that fall under “historical context” for To 
Kill a Mockingbird. Provide a detailed summary for this historical moment, but also be sure to 
make connections to the text (where do we see this impacting events in TKAM) and today.  

• The Great Depression  

• The Dust Bowl 

• Jim Crow Laws 

• The Scottsboro Boys 

• The Civil Rights Movement  

All work must be original and follow assignment and course guidelines to receive full credit.  

Plagiarism will result in disciplinary action.  

Late work will not be accepted.  



Schaffer Reading Challenge 
TKAM & Socal Justice Titles  

Friends! Don’t forget that the Schaffer Reading Challenge is still on! If you are looking for a 
good read that connects to all the wonderful things we’re doing with TKAM, look no further! 

Check these out!  

1. March by John Lewis (March 2 & 3, also)  

2. The Miseducation of Cameron Post by Emily Danforth 

3. The Sun is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon 

4. X by Ilyasah Shabazz 

5. The Color Purple by Alice Walker 

6. The Help by Kathryn Stockett 

7. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Sloot  

8. A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Housseini  

9. Native Son by Richard Wright  

10. I am Malala (either the YA or adult fiction version): The Story of a Girl Who 
Stood up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban 

11. Brown Girl Dreaming by Jaqueline Woodson 

12. The Complete Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi  

13. Dare to Disappoint: Growing Up in Turkey by Ozge Samanci  

14. Just Mercy: A Story of Justice & Redemption by Bryan Stevenson 

15. Rad American Women, A-Z, Rebels, Trailblazers, And Visionaries Who Shapes 
Our History…and Our Future! by Kate Schatz  

16. A is for Activist by Innosanto Nagara  

17. Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood by Trevor Noah 

18. Love is Love edited by Marc Andreyko  

19. Inconegro by Mat Johnson 



20. Strange Fruit by Joel Christian Gill  

21. The Seventh Most Important Thing by Shelley Persall  



Schaffer Challenge Reading Reflection 

In a well-developed four-paragraph mini-essay, discuss one of the 
following topics, including details and evidence from the text, in 
addition to any additional connections you were able to make:  

1. Thematic Reflection: What is a major theme of the book? How do 
you know? Discuss its development over the course of the text by 
including details and evidence (quotes), as well as your own 
interpretation and analysis.  

2. Historical Context & Connections: Research the major historical 
context surrounding your work of literature or non-fiction. Provide 
detailed insight into what happened, and what we need to know to 
understand the importance of the novel. Once you have this 
information for us, discuss specific events or moments that show how 
this work was influenced by this major historical moment, event, or 
movement.  

3. Text-to-World Connections: These books all have to do with social 
justice and activism, but in different areas of concern: I.e. race, 
gender, sexuality, etc. How do these books and their events and 
messages connect with what we may see happening in the world at 
large right now? Make specific connections between history and 
current events. You may have to do some research - that’s okay!!!  

4. Text-To-Self Connections: Why is this book important to you? 
How were you able to connect with what was being said? Did 
something about the message or the subject matter totally draw you 
in? Be specific and develop your ideas in four well-developed 
paragraphs (with intro. & conclusion).  


