
Schaffer Paragraph Outline:  

I. Topic Sentence: Inference/answer to the question.  

II.Chunk #1:  
A.First piece of  evidence (quote from the text) 
B. & 2 sentences of  commentary: 

1. “This illustrates/shows/demonstrates how…”  
2. “This is significant/important because…”  

III.Chunk #2:  
A.Second piece of  evidence (quote from the text)  
B.& 2 sentences of  commentary:  

1. “This illustrates/shows/demonstrates how…”  
2. “This is significant/important because…”  

IV.Concluding Sentence: Tie it all together for us and 
bring the inference and two pieces of  evidence together 
so that everything makes sense. This can also be a 
transition into the next paragraph if  we’re working in 
an essay.  



Ms. Schaffer’s Model Schaffer Paragraph 

	 In chapter twenty-three, Scout starts to have empathy for 

others; this tells the reader that she is finally starting to grow 

as a moral human being. This is illustrated best when she 

asks Atticus if  “[Tom] would get to see his wife and 

children,” and “what would happen if  he didn’t win the 

appeal” (292). Here, she is caring about Tom and thinking 

about what it must be like to be in his shoes, or even what it 

must be like to be in his family’s position. This is significant 

as we see Scout’s inner-Atticus shine through and that she is 

finally starting to take his advice to heart and climb into 

another’s skin. Furthermore, later on in the chapter, in 

discussion with Aunt Alexandra, Scout comes to Walter 

Cunningham’s defense, and questions, “if  they’re good folks, 

then why can’t I be nice to Walter? What if  he was kin to us 

Aunty?” (296). Scout is actively showing empathy for Walter, 

something she would not and could not have done at the 

beginning of  the novel. This is significant because has 

matured enough to finally “climb into [his] skin,” as Atticus 

begs her to in chapter three. This chapter provides a great 

deal of  evidence that Scout has grown, and will continue to do 

so as we get on towards the end of  the novel.


