
Name: _________________________________	 	 	 	 	 Date: _____ 
Schaffer/E4/Music & Society	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Period: ___ 

Music & Me: A True Story 

In as much detail and depth, tell us your story of  music. We know that music changes 
lives, and we know that music makes a huge impact. However, we want to know what 

impact music has had on you.  

To get started, consider the following quotes about the impact of  music on various famous 
writers and artists… 

“Where words leave off, music begins.”  
― Heinrich Heine 

“Ah, music," he said, wiping his eyes. "A magic beyond all we do here!”  
― J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone 

“Where words fail, music speaks.”  
― Hans Christian Andersen 

“Music is the universal language of  mankind.”  
― Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

“One good thing about music, when it hits you, you feel no pain.”  
	 - Bob Marley 

“Music is a world within itself  - a language we all understand.”  
	 - Stevie Wonder 

Your story must include… 
Each paragraph should be 6-8 sentences long… 

OPTION A:  
I. An Introduction… 
A. What does music mean to you? You may start off  with any of  these/other 

quotes that help you explain this… 
B. How has music affected/shaped your identity?  
C. What is your relationship to music?  
D. Are there any specific songs, bands, artists, or albums that have left an 

impact on you?  
II. A Story/Discussion of  How Music Has Influenced You… 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/16071.Heinrich_Heine
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1077326.J_K_Rowling
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/4640799
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/6378.Hans_Christian_Andersen
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/2697.Henry_Wadsworth_Longfellow


A. 1 Paragraph: When did music come into your life? What is your earliest/
most memorable experience with music?  

B. 1 Paragraph: What is an artist, group, band, etc. that has influenced you, 
and in what ways has it left its mark on you?  

C. 1 Paragraph: In what ways has music shaped who you are today? Be 
specific.  

III.Wrap it Up & Look Ahead:  
A. Why is music so important in our society and in our lives? 
B. Where would you be without music? Would you be an entirely different 

person?  
C. In what ways has music (specific or in general) inspired you?  
D. Going into the next chapter of  your life, how will music affect, shape, and 

help you grow as a person in discovering who you are outside of  high 
school?  

OPTION B 

I. An Introduction…  
A. Why might music, or art in general, be important to people or society at 

large? 
B. Why do you think music might not have an impact on society?  
C. In what ways do you think art can help us find who we are?  

II. A discussion of  why you think music/art is not a contributing 
factor to who we are… 

A. 1 Paragraph: Have you had experiences with music that have left you 
indifferent or unimpressed?  

B. 1 Paragraph: If  music or art doesn’t have an impact on an individual or 
society, what does?  

C. 1 Paragraph: What do you think are the things or ideas that have shaped 
you today?  

III.Wrap it Up & Look Ahead… 
A. Why might music/art be or not be important to the individual or society at 

large?  
B. What factors are important to how people grow and change, and how 

society does the same?  
C. What has inspired you, if  not music or art? 
D. Going into the next chapter of  your life, how will this thing affect, shape, 

and help you grow as a person in discovering who you are outside of  high 
school? 


